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Co-operative Community Partnerships

Victoria Car Co-op Hits the Road
The Victoria Car-Share Co-op (VCSC) is a non-profit

cooperative (established in 1996), which shares the
ownership and use of vehicles.

It offers members an opportunity to utilize alternative
modes of transportation, such as transit, walking, and
cycling, but still have access to a vehicle for other needs.
   Car sharing is affordable because the ownership,
insurance and maintenance of the vehicles are shared
among members of the Co-operative.  Membership costs
include a one-time refundable share, a small monthly
administration fee, and any usage fees accumulated.  Usage
fees are based on distance and the amount of time the
vehicle has been booked.

In the last year, VCSC has doubled the number of
vehicles (4 cars, 1 van, and 1 truck with a locked canopy)
in its fleet and increased membership by 40 per cent.  Its
vehicles are located in Downtown Victoria, Fairfield,
Fernwood, James Bay, Oak Bay, and the University of
Victoria.  Additional vehicles will be added to other

neighbourhoods as membership continues to increase.
The success of the VCSC is due to the hard work of an

elected volunteer Board of Directors, the co-operation of
members, and a part-time Operations Manager.  VCSC Board
members are working to sustain and expand membership
throughout Greater Victoria.

The idea of car sharing is not just local.  It exists all over
Canada and Europe, and there is a local co-op in Vancouver.
To further develop the functionality and accessibility of car
sharing, a working relationship between VCSC and
Vancouver’s Cooperative Auto Network (CAN) has also been
established.  VCSC members have access to CAN’s vehicles
and vice versa.  This co-operation helps decrease the number
of automobiles on the ferry between the two cities.

For more information about VCSC call: 995-0265, email:
info@victoriacarshare.ca or visit our website:

http://www.victoriacarshare.ca.
-contributed by Tara Tompkins, Marketing Director,

Victoria Car Share Co-op
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Sointula History Revisited



Updates...
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ANTHILL – Newsletter of the British Columbia Institute for Co-operative Studies

The crew at BCICS has always
been a busy one!  For the past five
months Ryan George has been
working on the project, BC Co-ops
in the New Economy which included
a week of research on Malcolm
Island, seven hours north of Victoria.
Ryan left for Toronto at the
beginning of May where he will
begin a Masters in Economics at
the University of Toronto.  He will be
continuing to assist with aspects of
BCICS research.

Chris Garrish has had his paper,
“Unscrambling the Omlette:
Understanding British Columbia’s
Agricultural Land Reserve,”
published in BC Studies.  Chris is
currently working as an intern in
Canberra, Australia on Land Use
Issues until August.
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Sol Kinnis just returned from
Cuba.  Congratulations to Sol on
her marriage to Luis Mario
Guerra-Beliz on March 19, 03!

Welcome to Andre Vallillee who
is preparing a paper on co-
operative land use. An overview of
Andre’s initial work on co-
operative land use will be posted
to the BCICS website soon.  Andre
is an undergraduate student in
Environmental Studies and Political
Science.  Anna-Marie Krahn, who
prepared a report on Child Care
Co-ops last year, will be joining us
again this summer for general
research assistance.

Welcome back to last year’s
student summer researchers,
Katie Rollwagen and Julia
Smith.  Katie has just returned
from a trip to Romania and Turkey
and Julia recently travelled from
Newfoundland to Victoria by train.

Conferences at BCICS
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CO-OPERATIVE STUDIES PROGRAM TAKES
CANADIAN CO-OPERATORS TO BOLOGNA
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then moves to Bologna from June 30 to July 18.  Register early; only
25 participants will be accepted into this year’s program.  For more
information, go to www.ccabc.bc.ca/home.html.


