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Building Co-operative Futures Conference 

	True Stories
	My Name:………………………………………………………………….


The True Stories section of the conference will take place on the afternoon of Friday 26 May.

So we can organise the programme, please choose one of the True Stories from each cluster. Then complete the blue shaded sections of this document and either email it back to bcf@co-op.ac.uk or fax it to +44 161 246 2926.

So, please pick a total of three True Stories. One from the first cluster (stories 1,2,3), one from the second cluster (stories 4,5,6) and one from third cluster (stories 7,8,9).

For more information on the organisations/groups presenting please see the websites provided.
First Cluster – Workshops will commence at 12 noon

	Workshop Number
	Organisation/Group
	Description of True Story

	1
	Mountain Equipment 

Co-operative Canada

www.mec.ca
	Mountain Equipment Co-op was conceived in 1971 within the cosy confines of a storm-battered tent.

While enduring a savage mountain storm, a small group of students agreed they needed a place to buy gear not carried by conventional retailers.

Today, MEC is Canada’s largest supplier of quality outdoor equipment. With more than two million members in 192 countries.

	2
	British Columbia Institute for 

Co-operative Studies, Canada, 

Julia Smith

http://web.uvic.ca/bcics


	The BC Institute for Co-operative Studies was founded in January 2000 under the directorship of Dr Ian MacPherson, and is based at the University of Victoria. 

The aim of the Institute’s research is to understand how the co-operative model functions within different contexts and how it can contribute to meeting economic and social needs. Most importantly, BCICS aims to find out how the co-operative model can help to empower people and communities in controlling the forces that shape their lives.

	3
	The Co-operative Group Graduates, their experience and the work carried out on Fair Trade UK, 

various presenters

www.co-op.co.uk
	The Co-operative Group is the largest consumer co-op in the UK.
It was set up in 1863 and now has food stores, a bank, an insurance business, funeral branches, car dealers, travel agents, pharmacies and farms. 
It employs over 69,000 people, has more than 3,000 high street outlets and offers online and business-to-business services. 

The graduate training scheme offers university graduates the opportunity to experience working in different areas of the business over a period of 18 months.

	Please choose one of the above and enter the number below:

	My True Story choice from the first cluster is:…………………


Second Cluster – Workshops will commence at 1.45pm

	Workshop Number
	Organisation/Group
	Description of True Story

	4
	ACE and summer camps

United States

Cathy Statz (Wisconsin Farmers Union)
	The Association of Cooperative Educators (ACE) is a membership organization that brings together educators and cooperators across cooperative sectors as well as national boundaries. The resulting cross pollination of ideas enhances cooperative development, strengthens cooperatives, promotes professionalism, and improves public understanding.

Across the United States and Canada, cooperative education summer camps have reached out to teens and children as a way to instill cooperative philosophy and an understanding of the cooperative movement at an early age.  Once such camp, WFU Kamp Kenwood, is supported in part by the Wisconsin Farmers Union Foundation, whose projects and programs for all ages foster family farming, rural life and public education on the important role of cooperatives and agriculture in society.

	5
	Arctic Co-operatives, Canada
	The Co-operatives in Canada's north share a vision of people working together to improve their social and economic well-being.

The aim of Arctic Co-operatives Limited is to be the vehicle for service to, and co-operation among the multi-purpose Co-operative businesses in Canada's north, by providing leadership and expertise to develop and safeguard the ownership participation of our Member Owners in the business and commerce of their country, to assure control over their own destiny.

	6
	National Association of 

Co-operative Students, 

Nigeria

Victor Oyegoke
	This Student and youth co-operative association in Nigeria has membership numbering 2000 cutting across all the co-operative colleges in Nigeria. It started fully in June 2005 and it attempts to make co-operatives take its place as an avenue for development.

	Please choose one of the above and enter the number below:

	My True Story choice from the second cluster is:…………………


Third Cluster – Workshops will commence at 2.30pm

	Workshop Number
	Organisation/Group
	Description of True Story

	7
	Co-operative Sponsored Business and Enterprise Schools, UK – various

www.becolleges.coop 
	Getting a positive, accurate and up to date image of co-operatives in the curriculum is of real concern to the Co-operative movement. There has been little recognition of the dynamism of the contemporary co-operative sector, the global application of the model, and how successful co-operative businesses can contribute to social inclusion.

In an attempt to rectify this, the Co-operative Group have started to sponsor schools in their local trading areas. In September 2004 the first five co-op sponsored Business and Enterprise Colleges came into being. Four more schools were in September 2005 and a further school was designated in February 2006. All nine schools are now actively engaged in the curriculum development project, which is also encouraging other co-operative and mutual businesses to sponsor schools in their trading areas looking to become Business and Enterprise Colleges, and build the network.

	8
	Uganda Co-operative Alliance Ltd, Uganda and Youth Economic Empowerment Through 

Co-operatives Project

Stephen Musinguzi
	Working in partnership with its development partners, over the last ten years UCA has been involved in the restructuring and transformation of co-operatives and developing new ideas that make these co-operatives effective instruments of the members.

Youth Economic Empowerment Through Co-operatives Project (YEECO) is a four-year project supported by Swedish Co-operative Centre (SCC). Its aim is to improve the living standards of youth through employment creation, increase in the quantity and quality of goods/services produced. 

The development objective of YEECO Phase II project is “To contribute to poverty reduction and improved livelihood of the youth through sustainable community based co-operatives.”

	9
	Sri Lanka Consumer Co-operative Society Federation, Sri Lanka, DSK Pathirana
	Amongst other things, the Sri Lanka Consumer Co-operative Society Federation organises national and international level educational and training programs on consumer Co-operation, working with other organisations in the implementation of such programmes. It also organises and conducts research and investigations in the fields related to Consumer Co-operation. 

	Please choose one of the above and enter the number below:

	My True Story choice from the third cluster is:…………………


Building Co-operative Futures International Youth Conference

24-27 May 2006, Manchester and Rochdale. Can Co-ops Save the World? Visit www.co-op.ac.uk
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